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B¥EEZEE  Joyce Pickering, MD, FRCPC, FACP

| am struck by how wise Dr. Kimitaka Kaga and Dr. Shunichi Fukuhara were, to

establish a visiting professorship in medical education at the University of Tokyo. -\_____n...__
| am honoured, not only to have the privilege to spend 6 months at this world
renowned institution, but to follow a list of illustrious, internationally acclaimed
medical educators. Their varied backgrounds and talents have contributed to
making medical education in Japan and particularly at the University of Tokyo,
linked to cutting edge medical education world-wide. My contributions here
have been in discussions and presentations regarding the new requirement for
the accreditation of medical schools, teaching a course in clinical epidemiology,
teaching clinical reasoning sessions to medical students and continuing the
excellent clinical case conference series with Drs. Gunshin and Son. The monthly
International Research Centre for Medical Education (IRCME) seminars have been
on Accreditation for Japanese Medical Schools, Key Features Testing for Clinical
Decision Making, Needs Based Medical Education (with Dr. Kenji Shibuya) and
Practical Issues in Medical Curricular Reform (with Drs. Onishi and Son). | have
had, or will have, the opportunity to present as well in the Goto Islands, Niigata, Sapporo and Kyoto. | have learned
something about the functioning of the Japanese health care system, which many would consider among the best
in the world, and about the rich Japanese culture. My colleagues at the International Research Centre for Medical
Education, Dr. Yamamoto, Dr. Kitamura, Dr. Onishi, and Dr. Son have been generous with their time, and patient with
my Japanese. |look forward to ongoing collaborations with the many scholars that | have met here in Japan.

A SEXBOHNZEETHICSN
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Dwi Tyastuti, MD, MPH, PhD
| extend my sincerest appreciation to IRCME for taking me as a first PhD student and also for
introducing the new concept, Interprofessional Education (IPE), that encouraged my thinking.
IPE is a great concept and the implementation of this concept is challenging. | am a lecturer
from Syarif Hidayatullah Islamic State University, Jakarta and my specialty is community
medicine. Referring to my background, | developed an IPE model that related to the condition
in Indonesia, and it is called as COMIC Program (Community-based Interprofessional
Collaboration). This study focused on community because primary health care has been
developed into major health services in Indonesia and this program will encourage health
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providers to work with other non-health professionals in the community such as paraprofessionals, community
volunteers and indigenous workers (Islamic scholars, traditional birth attendances, non-registered nurses, etc.)
who have unigue roles in supporting the health programs in Indonesia. The participants in my study were students
from different professions (medical, nursing, pharmacy, and public health) and the study showed the significant
improvement on knowledge, attitude and behaviour related to IPE competencies. This program is a unigue and
valuable learning opportunity that will be repeated with some modification in the future and can be applied for
health professions at the primary care and hospital settings.
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