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B¥EZREE Jeffrey G. Wong, MD, FACP

It is astonishing to realize that my time as the Visiting Professor at the IRCME is
almost completed. Spending 6 months at one of the world” s most prestigious
universities has been an exhilarating and mind-expanding experience. | learned a
little about Japanese people and the culture and a little bit more about how the
Japanese medical educational system operates. | saw beautiful temples and shrines,
spectacular views of Fuji-san, and was deeply moved by sobering monuments
commemorating WWII.  And while my skill for speaking Japanese is still poor, |
worked hard trying to learn it.

My time was spent in lecture presentations, small group teaching of medical students
and residents, and small group faculty development workshops for medical educators. | delivered 5 major lectures: (1)
Evaluating expertise in learners (with Dan Wolpaw); (2) Reformulating curriculum and culture in medical school; (3)
Evaluating Clinical Skills in Medical Students: The USMLE Step 2 CS Examination (with Daniel Salcedo); (4) Accrediting
Medical Schools: Lessons learned from the LCME accreditation process; and (5) Update on medical education at Todai.
Additionally, bi-weekly Clinical Case Conferences, aimed at teaching clinical reasoning in general medicine topics, were
conducted. The conferences were presented with a senior resident, whom | mentored and helped, as they co-taught
this academic conference in English and Japanese. | made weekly clinical conference “rounds” with the Emergency
Department residents and had two teaching rounds sessions in the Urology Department. Along with Son-sensei in the
IRCME, we created a small group teaching series for Todai medical students promoting the need for primary care.
Lectures in Kyoto, Sapporo, and Fukuoka, as well as an International Conference in Okinawa, complete the summary of
my academic experiences in Japan. Several educational research projects have been spawned and | am excited about
continuous collaboration with my new Japanese colleagues.
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In mid-December of last year, | had the good fortune to be invited to Zhejiang University
(ZJU) School of Medicine in Hangzhou, China (PE#HIN AT A ESE) . This
invitation was part of an on-going faculty development project in which | have been
participating since December of 2009. China is in the midst of considerable change in its
medical education system. Many of the changes are similar to those being contemplated
and instituted in Japan. Organized Chinese medicine is struggling with the problem of
creating accreditation standards and systems for their medical schools. They, too, have
identified the need for medical students to become more active participants on clinical
patient care teams during their medical school training. Additionally, they are intent A SEIAFEROSR

on creating a more “Western-style” graduate medical education system for their post-

graduate residents.

My recent work there consisted of a series of educational conferences provided for the benefit of faculty and staff of the ZJU Medical
Education Department. The conference topics included: (1) curricular reform; (2) using standardized patients and medical simulation
in teaching; (3) faculty development in clinical teaching; (4) incorporating medical students into the health care team; (5) effective
evaluation of clinical teaching; and (6) teaching using the humanities for developing professionalism in medical students. | also spent
time working with medical students, conducting patient care rounds in the hospital, and engaging them in clinical reasoning skills.

In January, | gave an oral presentation at the 10th annual Asian-Pacific Medical Education Conference hosted by the National
University of Singapore. My paper was entitled “Teaching without Lectures in the First-Year of Medical School” and described a
special module in our curriculum at the Medical University of South Carolina wherein all first-year medical students learn through
active-learning technigues based in small-group sessions, creating an academic poster, and formally presenting that poster to
their peers.
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